DR. STOGER (Austria). With the electrode in situ it is usually the biceps. DR. E. STOEPHASIUS (Germany). Do you use a contact electrode or a needle? DR. STOGER (Austria). We use a contact electrode. DR. F. W. MEINECKE (Germany). Dr. Maury mentioned as last on his list one main point, and that is the cooperation of the patient. I think the whole thing, whether the patient is operated upon or using splints or other devices, depends not only on the cooperation, but also on the intelligence of the patient to use the device or aid as well as he can.
CHAIRMAN (Dr. TA LBOT). Some of you will recall that at our meeting in Edinburgh a couple of years ago. Mr. Lamb, who has done a good deal of corrective surgery on the hand, made this point, even to the point of not wishing to operate on patients who had not seen the results of operation in other patients, and then decided themselves that they wanted it. And it was a considerable point of favour of the success that with this philosophy and the patient's cooperation a considerable number of his patients who had had surgery on one hand returned and requested it for the other. But I admit to disappointment at the latest report. DR. A. ROSSlER (Switzerland). I think that those of us who were in Heidelberg will recall that Dr. Zrubecky presented the case of a tetraplegic, corrected surgically, and this gave a lot of discussion, and the question of the details of the follow-up arose. I think it is time now to know about this. It would be most interesting for all of us to know what has happened to the young man operated upon using Dr. Zrubecky's tech nique.
DR. STOGER (Austria). I do not know about that particular patient but, so far, 26 cases have been operated upon, on the bad hand only. After the operation the operated hand became stronger, but not more skilled.
These are the results so far. Almost all hands, with I think two or three exceptions, became stronger than their other hand which previously was stronger.
SIR LUDWIG GUTTMANN (G.B.). In that excellent film of Dr. Maury's I think you will have noticed how people with no finger movements, but a very good extensor carpi radialis, can do most skilled movements.
Those people able to manipulate their wheel-chairs develop very scaly skin on their hands and dirty palms, causing them to look nasty and, in some cases, considerable damage is caused. A method of preventing this is by giving them very light gloves to wear, or by rubbing the skin with vaseline. Both are very a good means of prevention.
